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Workshop on “Biotechnology Commercialisation and Trade in APEC Economies – Biosafety Regulatory Perspective”
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

4 - 6 September 2013

WORKSHOP PROSPECTUS

	Project Number & Title: 
	IST-06-2012A: Workshop on “Biotechnology Commercialisation and Trade in APEC Economies – Biosafety Regulatory Perspective”

	Place (City, Country): 
	Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

	Dates: 
	4 - 6 September 2013

	Deadline for Nominations: 
	13 May 2013

	Partners:
	This project is funded by APEC under APEC Support Fund and co-sponsored by Australia, United States & Philippines  

	Organisers: 
	APEC, Department of Biosafety (under Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Malaysia) and Malaysian Biotechnology Corporation (under Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation Malaysia).

	Language: 
	English 

	Purpose: 
	The workshop will provide a platform where international biosafety experts and regulators from APEC economies will be sharing their knowledge and experiences with regards to regulatory challenges in the commercialisation of modern biotechnology. The workshop will also provide valuable opportunity for networking and to be updated with the current developments in biosafety uniquely to the Asia-Pacific region.



	Expected Output(s): 
	The output of the workshop will be a report and suggestions to improve regulatory practices in all APEC economies which will be available online.  

a) Regulators/ authorities in APEC economies can look forward to enhancing their knowledge on biosafety incidents and implementation of regulations within the context of local conditions and regulatory settings. It is hope that with the networking between regulators in APEC economies, there will be improvement in the transparency of regulatory practices among economies.

b) Business and Industry will be able to enhance their understanding on best practices in biosafety regulations and compliance and availability of tools to facilitate compliance with product safety standards. Improving safety standards enables businesses to access international market (entrepreneurs & scientists).

c) Consumers and consumer organisations will benefit from improved product safety standards which is one of the outcomes of the implementation of product safety information sharing system. The system will be able to indicate products which pose danger to both local and consumers in importing economies.
d) All other organisations under APEC member economies that are working on improving regulatory framework will be able to work to converge knowledge/experience/information sharing.


	Scope and Nature:
	The workshop will consist of presentations by international biosafety experts and regulators from APEC economies. They will be sharing their knowledge and experiences with regards to regulatory challenges in the commercialisation of modern biotechnology. Selected participants will be present their experiences in dealing commercialisation of modern biotechnology.

	Background Information:
	Biotechnology offer significant opportunities to enhance agricultural productivity, food and nutritional security, and environmental quality worldwide. We can see that some developed economies have commercialized genetically engineered transgenic crops and are embarking on developing GM products for human utilisation. There is an indication that many developing countries are initiating biotechnology research and development programs to benefit from the new tools of biotechnology and some of them actually importing products of biotechnology from those developed countries.

In the Asia Pacific region, biotechnology is considered as one of the economic engines of growth for developing countries and the needs to understand genetically modified organisms (GMOs)’s impact on the environment, human health, and even culture should be fully appreciated. Currently, a number of institutions at the international level are involved directly and indirectly in the regulations or instruments on the transboundary movement of GMOs. On the trade side these instruments include the WTO Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement and the Codex Alimentarius, while the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity has a considerable impact environment protection. 

In the context of business and trade, the trade exchange activities among member economies in the region is significantly active which also include biotechnology products. The understanding of the best practices and procedures in biosafety regulatory and the sharing of the knowledge and experiences in handling biosafety matters would encourage more growth in the area of biotechnology. In the 2011 Leaders' Declaration at Honolulu, all leaders of APEC economies agreed to implement good regulatory practices in our economies, including by ensuring internal coordination of regulatory work and assessing regulatory impacts and the this initiative is in line with APEC’s common objectives to increase convergence and cooperation in APEC economies’ regulatory systems.

The workshop, “Biotechnology Commercialisation and Trade in APEC economies – Biosafety Regulatory Perspective” will be held in September 2013 at Kuala Lumpur, the capital city of Malaysia. A total of 80 participants including speakers, are expected. International biosafety experts and regulators from APEC economies will be sharing their knowledge and experiences with regards to regulatory challenges in the commercialisation of modern biotechnology. The 3 days-workshop will be attended by regulators and the industry alike.  
The workshop will focus on deliberation from a biosafety regulatory perspective on commercialisation and trade activities among APEC economies. It will cover best practices in biosafety risk assessment which include environmental risk assessment and management, and communication of benefits and risks of biotechnology applications. In addition to that, there will be a sharing of experience in decision making for the approval of GMO products and best practices in regulatory approaches.    

	Participation:
	APEC Economies are invited to nominate two (2) nomination to participate in this workshop. Nevertheless only APEC’s travel eligible economies are funded by APEC.   (APEC’s travel eligible economies: Chile, China, Indonesia, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippine, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam)

	Participants’ Qualifications:
	The participants should be managers, regulatory compliance officers, policy makers, biosafety officers and technical experts involved in planning, establishing and implementing biosafety regulations. Given the workshop will be conducted in English; participants should have sufficient proficiency to follow discussions and express themselves in this language without difficulties.

	Nomination Procedure:
	Nominations should be submitted on the Biosafety Workshop-APEC Nomination Form for Meeting/Workshop (Attachment II). Completed forms should be endorsed by relevant national authorities and should be sent to the Project Overseer by                         13 May 2013. Nominations received after this date or which have not been routed through established official channels cannot be considered.

	Administrative and Financial Arrangements:
	Nominating Governments will be informed in due course of the names of the candidates who have been selected and will, at that time, be given full details of the procedures to be followed with regard to administrative and financial matters.
Selected participants from APEC’s travel eligible economies will receive technical assistance in terms of travel and per diem that will be borne in reimbursement basis by APEC.    
The organisers of the workshop do not accept liability for the payment of any cost or compensation that may arise from damage to or loss of personal property, or from illness, injury, disability or death of a participant while he/she is travelling to and from or attending the meeting, and it is clearly understood that each Government, in nominating participants, undertakes responsibility for such coverage. Governments would be well advised to take out insurance against these risks.


	Project Overseers:
	Additional information related to the meeting will be circulated by Project Overseers.  Any inquires related to the workshop should be directed to                       Dr. Cheong Weng Chung (cheong.wengchung@biotechcorp.com.my) or Ms. Maria Alina Ahmad (maria.ahmad@biotechcorp.com.my).  


Programme Agenda
  Workshop on “Biotechnology Commercialisation and Trade in APEC Economies – Biosafety Regulatory Perspective”
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
4 – 6 September 2013
	TIME
	WEDNEDSDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER 2013

	8:00 AM
	Registration

	9:00 AM
	Welcoming remarks 

	9:15 AM
	Opening remarks

	9.45
	Keynote Address

	10:30 AM
	Coffee break & Press Conference

	11:00 AM
	Topic 1: Realising the Promise of Modern Biotechnology in Harmony with Biosafety Regulatory Considerations

	12:00 PM
	Topic 2: Policy Considerations in Developing a Sustainable Domestic Regulatory Framework Under the Cartagena Protocol  

	1:00 PM
	Lunch Break

	2:00 PM
	Topic 3: Biosafety Regulatory Trends & Developments - Policy and Practice    

	3.00 PM
	Topic 4: Challenges & Way Forward in Implementing Biosafety Regulations in Developing Economies

	4:00 PM
	Coffee break & adjourn


	TIME
	THURSDAY, 5th SEPTEMBER 2013

	9:00 AM
	Topic 5:  The Sustainable Commercialisation of Modern Biotechnology   

	10:00 AM
	Coffee break

	10:30 AM
	Topic 6:  Biosafety compliance - An industry perspective

	11:30 AM
	Discussion 1:   Regulatory Management in Biosafety - The Way Ahead

	1.00 PM
	Lunch Break

	14:00 PM
	Discussion 2:   Comparative Analysis of the Regulatory Framework for Biosafety in Economies of the Asia Pacific

	15:30 PM
	Coffee break

	16:00 PM
	Discussion 3:   Progressive biosafety policy & regulatory formulation - Enabling commercialisation & easing the cost of compliance

	17:00 PM
	Adjourn


	TIME
	FRIDAY, 6th SEPTEMBER 2013

	9:00 AM
	Panel Discussion: Biosafety Regulations & Commercialisation of Modern Biotechnology : How the Twain Shall Meet?

	10:45 AM
	Coffee break

	11:00 AM
	Presentation of Certificates to Participants

	12.00 PM
	Closing

	12:30 PM
	Lunch & End of Event
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	NOMINATION FOR MEETING / WORKSHOP
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	The Government of (nominating authority) of
	
	(country)

	nominates the person indicated below for the following event (please specify project number, title, place, dates):  

	Workshop on “Biotechnology Commercialisation and Trade in APEC Economies – Biosafety Regulatory Perspective”: Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA. 4 - 6 September 2013

	
	
	
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Female              FORMCHECKBOX 
  Male
	
	Date of birth:

	Place your recent photograph here

	
	Family name:  
	
	
	Place of birth:

	

	
	First name:  
	
	
	Nationality: 
	

	
	Complete mailing address (office):
	
	Passport No.: 
	

	
	Inst. Name: 
 
	
	Date of issue: 
	

	
	
	
	Place of issue: 
	

	
	Street: 
 
	
	Valid until: 
	

	
	
	
	Telephone (office): 
	

	
	P.O. Box: 
	Post Code:  
	
	Telephone (home): 

	
	Town/City:  
	
	Fax: 

	
	Region/District:  
	
	e-mail:


	
	Country: 
	
	Web Page: 

	
	Airport/town nearest to residence: 
	
	Emergency Phone no.: 

	

	Main Academic / Technical Qualification:


	Language Ability:


The nominating authority confirms that the nominee is proficient in the language in which the event is held
	
( yes   ( no

	Current Employment:
	

	Name and place of employer/organization:  
	

	Title of position:  
	
	
	Type of work:  
	

	DESCRIPTION OF WORK (Past work done by the nominee which is relevant to the Meeting/Workshop/National Consultancy)

	Type of work done by the candidate during the past 3 years (Please attach list of any material the candidate may have published)



	Health (mandatory for health insurance purposes) 
Is the nominee in general good health: ( yes  ( no

A medical certificate is required for any nominee over 62 years of age, stating that he/she is in good health and able to undertake the mission

	STATEMENT
It is hereby certified that, the applicant and nominating Government gives the following assurances:

a) All information supplied in this form is complete and correct;

b) It is noted that the sponsoring organization(s), host country(ies) and host institution(s) do not accept liability for the payment of any costs or compensation arising from damage to or loss of personal property, or from illness, injury, disability or death of the nominee while he/she is travelling to and from or attending the Meeting/Workshop and it, the nominating authority, undertakes the responsibility for such coverage;

c) The position of the nominee will be retained for him/her and he/she will continue to receive during the Meeting/Workshop a salary and related emoluments to enable him/her to meet his/her financial commitments in his/her home country; and
d) The selected nominee will conduct himself/herself in a manner compatible with his/her status as a participant in this APEC event and will refrain from engaging in any political and commercial activities.
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Date
	
	Name and title (chop/printed) and signature of APPLICANT

	Date
	
	Name and title (chop/printed) and signature of NOMINATING AUTHORITY OFFICIAL


Note:


Kindly return the completed nomination form to Dr. Cheong Weng Chung (cheong.wengchung@biotechcorp.com.my) or Ms. Maria Alina Ahmad (maria.ahmad@biotechcorp.com.my) before or by 13 May 2013.  
BiotechCorp-APEC/2013/M/01








